REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of he claims in this application are 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 5, 10, 17 and 19 have been amended as recommended by the 
Examiner. Claims 18-20 have been made dependent on claim 17, also as 
suggested by the Examiner. Therefore the objected to informalities and any 
indefiniteness under 35 USC 112 have been obviated. The Examiner's 
assistance in discovering and correcting these informalities in sincerely 
appreciated. 

Claims 15-20 were indicated as being allowable, subject to their being 
re written in independent form and correction of informalities. Claims 15-17 
have each been re written with the original wording of parent claim 14. 

Claim 15 has additionally been amended to remove the limitation that 
the outwardly facing surfaces of the handrails are flat. This limitation is not 
necessary to distinguish over the prior art. As shown in Figs. 16 and 15 of de 
la Tour, the seats 66 are not aligned with the outwardly facing surface of a 
handrail portion 50. 

The dependency of claim 16 has been changed from original claim 15 
to original claim 14. Also, the word "said" identifying "one handrail" has 
has been changed to "one of said handrails" because of a lack of antecedent 
basis in the adopted wording from claim 14. The prior art discloses no 
beams of the type defined in claim 16. 

In claims 17-19 have been amended to remove informalities in the 
manner recommended by the Examiner. 

Claim 14 has been rejected under 35 USC as being unpatentable over 
de la Tour in view of Green. This claim has been amended to require that 
unattached edges of the steps be supported by bushings on the legs when 
the climbing aid is in its expanded position. This structure is simply not 
disclosed by the prior art. 
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Thus, claims 1-20 have either already been allowed or amended so as 
to be allowable. Accordingly applicant requests that a Notice of Allowability 
be mailed promptly in view of the Special status of this application. 

July 23, 2004 

30 N. Nanagosa Trail 

Suttons Bay, MI 49682 Respectfully submitted, 



I, Charles M. Kaplan, hereby certify that the foregoing 
Amendment has been deposited with the U.S. Postal Service, with 
adequate first class postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, this 23rd day of July, 2004. 



(231) 271-6868 

email kaplanpat@mac.com 




Charles M. Kaplan 
Attorney for Applicant 
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